A Chairde,
Ok, the following are the instructions for putting an ‘Irish Style Dictionary’ into the Promethean software. 

What you are actually doing is creating a custom dictionary filled with words ‘as Gaeilge’ so that’s why I said an Irish style dictionary.

While it may seem very “WHAT!……What are you talking about!?!”, it actually isn’t and is fairly straightforward. To install the dictionary without wanting to/needing to understand what you are at, follow the instructions in red print (Scroll down – you’ll see what I mean)
1.
Download the list of Irish words that the wonderful people at www.Gaelspell.com have very kindly already produced. They have 2 versions of word lists, a Lite one and a more comprehensive one which are both available for free download at http://www.cruinneog.com/ioschoipeail.htm almost at the bottom of the page.

The Lite one is called ‘GaelSpellLite1c.exe’ and the other one is ‘GaelSpell3.exe’ (I take it that these are the current versions and could well change in the future and that more than likely there was a Lite A and B version before the current one as well as a Gaelspell 1 and 2 preceding the current one, but I don’t know for sure)
The Lite one contains about 11,000 words and the more comprehensive version contains about 289,000 words if I remember correctly.

Whichever version you choose you have to download and install the dictionary before you can make use of it in the Promethean software. Basically these are Self Extracting Files that you download, which means that you download them to a folder on you computer (remember where/choose carefully where because you may need to go back there when the download completes) and double click on the file and it will open itself and sort itself out AND save itself to a folder on your computer. The file it saves itself to is named ‘GaelSpell’ and it is created on the C drive by default, so if you want it saved somewhere else or with a different name you must state that in the little address line that comes up telling you where it plans on putting itself.
Now if that last part confused you and you can’t be dealing with all that just do this……. Go to the download page http://www.cruinneog.com/ioschoipeail.htm  by clicking on that blue writing, click on one of the dictionaries (Lite one is easiest so use it)  When the download window pops up click ‘Run’ and then after the download completes click the ‘Run’ option again, then click ‘Yes’, and finally click ‘Extract’. Then you get a job is done type message and just click ‘OK’.
You are halfway there …… ish.

2.
Now you must open the list of words that you have just installed. It is in your C drive, in the folder it created called ‘GaelSpell’. The file is named ‘GaelSpellLite1c’ for the Lite version and ‘GaelSpell3’ for the more complete version. You need to open this file and re-save it to the same folder as ‘Irish Dict.txt’ AND YOU MUST PUT THE ‘.txt’ BIT. (You can actually use any name to save it, I’m just using ‘Irish Dict’ here because it’s recognisable)
Once you have re-saved it you can close those windows down. 

Now …. Problem   Before you go on you must become aware of something.

To install the ‘Lite’ version is quite quick and fairly easy and doesn’t really go wrong BUT and it’s a big but, should you try to install the more complete version i.e. GaelSpell3, you may well run into difficulties. The reason is because the list of words is so big (289,000) it takes an awful long time for the software to read all of the words and add them to its list. I am using a Pentium 4, 2Ghz with 512MB of RAM and tonight after 30 mins the software had read and added only 140,000 words at which time I opened another programme – nothing to do with this- and it caused the software to stop reading the list. When we tried this before in the Ed Centre the very same thing happened. None of the 140,000 words read were added when I went back to check. We wondered in the Ed Centre was it because the laptop we were using was not powerful enough but it appears it is the interruption that causes the software to stop responding. Now maybe with a better machine than mine the software may not be interrupted but I don’t imagine too many schools have better machines to use. Also there is a question about whether or not the software will allow such a high number of words to be added to the customised dictionary, so even if you did get to the end of the list without interruption the operation may well fail. The people from Promethean didn’t know themselves. I will try again when I get a chance.
Click on Start, then My Computer, Double click C Drive and then Double click GaelSpell. (This is for Win XP if using a dif Windows make your way to your C Drive prob by double clicking on the ‘My Computer’ icon on the screen, then double click the C drive and finally double click the ‘GaelSpell’ folder)

Now double click on ‘GaelSpellLite1c’ icon that is 108KB in size. You are using the text file not the Word file(94KB). The file you want has a picture of a spiral notebook so that’s how you’ll know it. Once it opens (you’ll know you have the right one because it’s a list of words as Gaeilge) click on ‘File’ on the top left and then ‘Save As’. When the window opens change the file name that is highlighted in blue towards the bottom of the window to ‘Irish Dict.txt’ YOU MUST PUT THE ‘.txt’ PART IN THE NAME.  Then click on the ‘Save’ button. Then close all the windows.
3. Now is the tricky part, now we put the list of words into the custom dictionary.
Open the ‘ACTIVprimary2’ folder by going  Start - My Computer – Double Click C Drive – Double Click Programme Files – Double Click ACTIV Software – Double Click ACTIVprimary2 (Again these instructions are for XP but if using a dif version of Win it’s the same procedure once you get to ‘My Computer’) Double click on the icon ‘cgrdict6’. Two Windows will open, in the bigger one will be a list of files ending in ‘.voc’. You need to click on the one named ‘user6.voc’ – last in the list - not any other one because it won’t work out otherwise and then click ‘Open’ on the bottom right. This window will close and you’re left with a smaller window with 2 rows of buttons towards the bottom of the window. Now click on the ‘import’ button on the second last row. A new window will open looking for the file containing your list, so click on the drop down arrow at the end of the ‘Look in’ space at the top of the window. Choose the C drive from the list that drops down, then choose the ‘GaelSpell’ folder by double clicking it and finally choose the ‘Irish Dict’ file by clicking on it and then by clicking ‘Open’ on the bottom right. Then that window will close and the previous window will come to the fore and you will be able to see the software reading and adding the list. It will take a min or so to add the list and when it finishes adding it will then take a further elongated pause before you get up a message saying something like

‘File “C:\GaelSpell\Irish Dict.txt” imported. 11,000 words added.’ (Not sure of the number) Then you must click on ‘OK’ and it may pause again for a time and then you click on ‘Cancel’ you get rid of the window but make sure it has had its pause. Close any windows open and that’s it! Easy really.
You don’t need to read what follows. You’re finished!

For anyone who wants to know, if you do try and do the more comprehensive list and it does fail and then you close down the windows – most likely using ctrl/alt/delete, although it may eventually close down for you by red x-ing – and then you try to get it done again; when you try to open the ‘user6.voc’ file through the ‘cgrdict6’ icon, the window will not open looking in the right place. So you have to navigate to the ‘user6.voc’ file yourself. It is in the ‘ACTIVprimary2’ folder so it’s not difficult to find. By the way I advise installing the ‘Lite’ version first so that when the big version fails you have something installed before you have to go through the above rigmarole.
The ‘user6.voc’ file is the only dictionary that is customisable. The other ‘.voc’ files also in the ‘ACTIVprimary2’ are other dictionaries but they are not customisable and you choose which dictionary you are going to use when installing the software, not through here.

Also I am presuming that if you are trying to install the more comprehensive list that you are somewhat more able with computers and so while the red instructions are for all, the black print is kind of ‘read it if you want’ type stuff and the instructions therein aren’t as directed.
And finally I am but a teacher myself not a computer wizard …. although some people have said ……….. hem hem ……… so I give these instructions in good faith and with the best of intentions and saying that everything I have instructed here worked for me. That’s not to say it definitely will work for you but I believe it will. Also the downloads from GaelSpell were safe as of 24/10/05.
And very finally I can claim credit for nothing here except managing to put the list of words provided by someone else into the software provided by someone else. I created nothing …… cept this instruction blurb which I had intended to do in like 10-15 lines but got carried away with. Pass this on if needs be.

Tim Tuckey
