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Under “2 . 2 School Inspection At Primary Level”…
Teachers were advised to place an emphasis on their own lesson presentation and on facilitating active engagement by pupils, rather than relying on textbooks as the central teaching focus. Page 7
The inspectors considered that the application of information and communication technologies (ICT) required further development in almost half the schools. Page 8  

Under “2 . 3 School Inspection At Post-Primary Level”…. Each subject inspection report affirms good practice and makes recommendations for improvement where necessary. Some of the main positive findings with regard to all subject areas included the following • Subjects were allocated appropriate time in the school timetable, and appropriate teaching and learning resources were provided. Well-equipped specialist rooms were available, and teachers had access to audiovisual equipment and resources, ICT and printed material to support their work. In some instances, budgets were allocated to subject departments to facilitate the purchase of resources. Page 9  
Schools were advised that greater use could be made of ICT in areas such as preparation, classroom implementation, methods and research and that students should be encouraged to use ICT constructively in their study of relevant subjects. Page 9   
Under “3 . 2 Evaluation Of Implementation Of The Primary School Curriculum” there was significant scope for development in the use of information and communication technologies (ICT) to support teaching and learning in the three curriculum areas reviewed [English, Visual Arts and Mathematics in eighty-six primary schools]. Page16   

On Page 26: Section 4.2.4 Policy for information and communication technologies (ICT) Members of the Inspectorate have been involved in ICT policy development through their work with the • ICT Policy Unit within the Department • National Council for Technology in Education (NCTE) • ICT Steering Committee and Technical Working Group of the NCCA • Steering Committee for the European SchoolNet • various EU Commission committees related to ICT in education. An inspector worked full-time with the ICT Policy Unit of the Department from 2000 to 2004 to provide assistance and advice on the integration of ICT in schools. The Inspectorate contributed to the Blueprint for the Future of ICT in Irish Education, 2001-2003, which marked the introduction of the broadband infrastructure programme that is now being implemented. The Evaluation Support and Research Unit of the Inspectorate will conduct an evaluation of the impact of ICT on teaching and learning in primary and post-primary schools during the school year 2005/2006.    On Page 38: 5.4.1 Indicators of Educational Systems Programme (INES) An assistant chief inspector is the Irish national co-ordinator for this programme, which develops, analyses and publishes internationally comparative indicators of education systems. The programme works through a network of INES national co-ordinators, three task-centred networks (one on pupil achievement, the second on educational attainment in the adult population, the third on schools and their decision-making, curriculum, teachers and teaching, and ICT) and a Technical Group. The Inspectorate, working in conjunction with the Department’s Statistics Section, supports the compilation of data for the INES publication Education at Glance.  
