Some comments abstracted from an unpublished thesis:

I have observed an increased level of engagement, sustained over the forty-minute time frame. My need to correct students for not paying attention, all but disappeared.
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However, a classroom is not a lecture hall and it was important to find ways to integrate the students with this new technology.  In my case, the computer attached to the IWB had an infrared keyboard and mouse, both identified by Becta (2003) as facilitating further participation.
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An unexpected and new interaction became apparent as the time went on.  This class group had exposure to use of the board in a number of subject areas, using it on average three times a day.  I was with them three times a week.  The students became the teacher as they showed me functions that had been discovered by other teachers. Discussion with colleagues revealed that this was a common happening across subjects.  Role reversal had occurred:  I as teacher became the student and my class became the instructor.  Students had no difficulty moving into this role, and indeed were excited to be able to show me something I didn’t know.  I welcome this new development.
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When studying Mediterranean and Tundra climatic regions, students usually learn of examples of flora and fauna as described in the textbook …[but then via the Internet and the Whiteboard] …In a subsequent class test, a much wider range of examples of flora and fauna were offered in answer, than I would usually receive.
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During the year I used the IWB to teach Ordnance Survey map reading skills in a completely new way.  This area of the course usually takes a great deal of time, with mixed levels of success.  As a section of the paper examined this aspect of the course directly, I can say that the level of accuracy for reading and giving six figure grid references across the entire class, were much higher than I would expect normally, as was the standard of sketching.
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The IWB is a modern tool, which provides clear images and adjustable settings for viewing in the classroom.  As one student said “it is a modern way of teaching and learning”. (Student 3)
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The IWB has the potential to change completely the way map reading is taught, for the better.
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The integration of the IWB into a teacher’s teaching can be taken at a pace that suits the individual, both in terms of teaching style and ICT competencies.
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This is the beauty of this particular technology – the learning curve needn’t be steep.  Training to use the board is vital and it is my experience in the delivery of teacher training, that in-house courses are very effective as they can be tailored to local needs.  
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Planning and preparing for the use of the IWB are also critical, especially in the early days of use.
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